Mucosal vaccination with an attenuated maedi-visna virus clone.
Four sheep were infected intratracheally with an attenuated molecular clone of maedi-visna virus (MVV). All four became infected. Ten months later these sheep were challenged intratracheally with a genetically similar but pathogenic clone of MVV. Four unvaccinated sheep were infected simultaneously. All sheep became infected by the challenge virus. The vaccinated sheep were not protected against superinfection with the challenge clone. However, virus was isolated more frequently from the blood of the unvaccinated controls than of the vaccinated animals and ten times more frequently from lungs of unvaccinated sheep than from lungs of vaccinated sheep at sacrifice, indicating partial protection.